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Item 10: Interactive dialogue with the Independent Expert on Haiti

Human Rights Council 57th Regular Session

I am making this statement on behalf of Every Casualty Worldwide and Défenseurs Plus, a member of the Casualty Recorders Network. 
In 2024, violence and insecurity soared, with gangs gaining strength and multiplying across the territory. According to a December 2023 UN report, over 80% of the capital's territory is controlled by gangs. These groups continue to terrorize the population. Several hundred cases of kidnapping were recorded by Défenseurs Plus in 2024. Homes, businesses and public buildings have been looted or set on fire by these armed groups, which operate particularly in the Ouest and Artibonite departments. The criminals and their accomplices enjoy total impunity and are not held accountable for their crimes. More than 600,000 people have been displaced by the violence. In the first six months of 2024 more than 1,000 people, often innocent civilians, were killed as a result of this insecurity, as monitored by Défenseurs Plus.
We call on the international community to take urgent action to help restore security and democracy in Haiti, in particular by supporting the work of civil society human rights initiatives.
We would also like to ask the Designated Expert :
1. What actions could help reduce and reverse this exponential increase in armed violence?
2. What technical support can be provided to develop a comprehensive and effective national victim registration system, to ensure that all casualties are documented and identified?
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