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Open consultation - terminology
An increasing number and variety of actors have become involved in casualty recording, casualty tracking, and other associated activities in recent years. To ensure international and cross-sector collaboration is effective, there is a need for a clearly defined and agreed lexicon. 
To assist with this, ECC has prepared the following draft definitions as the basis for an open consultation. We welcome feedback from anyone working in the fields of casualty recording or casualty tracking, and encourage you to share this document widely. Once sufficient feedback has been received, we will revise and recirculate the definitions as necessary.
Please send all feedback, comments and questions to advocacy@everycasualty.org, by 1 September 2023.
Thank you for your participation.

Proposed definitions
Casualty recording aims to create a comprehensive record of all fatalities within the parameters defined by the project, regardless of the victim's status or the party responsible for their death. It can be conducted by any actor. Casualty recording is primarily victim-focused; it seeks to individually identify each person killed. Some casualty recording initiatives focus only on civilians, whilst others include both civilians and military personnel. Casualty records are used for a variety of purposes, by a variety of actors. These include accountability processes and memorialisation.

Civilian harm tracking - including civilian casualty tracking - is conducted by armed actors themselves, to record and assess the impact their use of force has on civilians. It seeks to identify the military tactics and strategies which cause unnecessary harm in order to reduce this. Civilian harm trackers do not record information on harm or deaths caused by other parties to the conflict. Casualty tracking does not aim to create a comprehensive record of all deaths or harm caused in the situation of violence. Detailed data identifying individual civilian fatalities may be recorded where relevant (for example, when identifying eligibility for compensation), but it is not always included when assessing broader trends and impacts. Civilian harm and casualty tracking is primarily used by armed actors to monitor and assess their own policies and practices. 

Casualty recording projects and casualty tracking initiatives can both be used to compile aggregated data on fatalities. This cumulative data can provide a useful overview of trends in violence or impacts of specific weapons or military strategies. When disaggregated, the data can also highlight differential impacts on specific sub-categories of victims. The aggregation and analysis of cumulative data from casualty recording and tracking initiatives should not be confused with 'casualty counting' processes. Casualty counting is a purely quantitative activity, based on estimation and/or statistical modelling of fatality figures. It has no qualitative element, and does not aim to identify or record specific, real-life fatalities or casualty events.


Sources reviewed
	Date
	Source / author
	Title

	2014
	CIVIC/ECC
	Examining Civilian Harm Tracking and Casualty Recording in Afghanistan

	2014
	ECC
	Losing Sight of the Human Costs: Remote Warfare

	2019
	OHCHR
	Guidance on casualty recording

	2020
	PAX
	Civilian harm tracking, analysis and response

	2013
	CIVIC
	Operationalizing Civilian Protection in Mali

	2019
	Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
	The Civilian Casualty Tracking Analysis and Response Cell in the African Union Mission in Somalia

	2014
	AOAV
	How the counts reduce the casualties

	2017
	AOAV / Harvard Law School
	Acknowledge, Amend, Assist. Addressing Civilian Harm Caused by Armed Conflict and Armed Violence

	2014
	ORG
	The UN and casualty recording: good practice and the need for action

	2013
	Seybolt, T.B, Aroson, J.D., Fischoff, B. (Ed.) 
	Counting Civilian Casualties. An introduction to Recording and Estimating Nonmilitary Deaths in Conflict

	2013
	CIVIC
	Backgrounder: Tracking civilian harm

	2022
	Article 36
	Committing to civilian casualty tracking in the future political declaration on the use of explosive weapons in populated areas

	2016
	ECC
	Standards for Casualty Recording

	2022
	OHCHR
	Civilian deaths in Syrian Arab Republic

	2017
	Nicholas P. Jewell, Michael Spagat and Britta L. Jewell 
	Accounting for Civilian Casualties: From the Past to the Future

	2015
	Ellen Policinski / CIVIC
	Civilian harm tracking: an important tool during armed conflict

	2017
	CIVIC
	Civilian Harm Tracking: Analysis of ISAF Efforts in Afghanistan

	2012
	ECW
	Towards the recording of every casualty

	
	PRIO
	none found

	
	UCDP
	none found

	
	ACLED
	none found

	2023
	OHCHR
	Impact of casualty recording on the promotion and protection of human rights

	2023
	CIVIC
	Submission to the Comprehensive Report on 
Importance of casualty recording for the promotion and protection of human rights 
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